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Toy Commanding Officer, U,S5.8. ORISKANY (CVA=3l)

Subjs Action Report of Carrier Air Group ONE HUNDRED TWO for the
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Refs (a) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3L80.4
{b) CINCPACFLT INSTRUCTION 31480.1A

Encly (1) Subject Action Report

1. This report is forwarded as enclosure (1) for inclusion in the
action report of the U.S.S. ORISKANY (CVA-3L) in accordance with

references (a) and (b).
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ACTION REPORT

oF
CARRIER AIR GROUP ONE HUNDRED TWO
FOR THE PERIQD

2 DECEMBER THROUGH 27 DECRMEER
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PART I
MISSION AND COMPOSITION

MISSION:

1, The mission, upon returning to Task Force SEVENTY~SEVEN in the

area off the east coast of Korea as a unit of the United Nations Naval
Forces, was blockading the North Korean coast and pursuing a systeme
atic program of inderdietion against enemy supply routes and destroying
air facilities, power complexes, and manufacturing centers in North
Korea to prevent further offensive action by the enemy. (Close air

support to frontline ground forces to be furnished upon request.,

COMPOSITION:
o OPERATIONAL A/C PILOTS
UNIT ‘ TYPE 4/C 2 DEC 27 DEC 2 DEC 27 DEC

CVG=102 NONE . NONE NONE 7 6
CDR Gy P. CHASE
Cormanding

VF=-781 F9F-5 15 12 25 25
LCDR S, R. HOLM '
Commanding

‘ I-1 ENCLOSURE (1)
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OPERATIONAL A/C PILOTS
UNIT TYPE A/C 2 DEC 27 DEC 2 DEC 27 DEC
VF-783 _
LCDR J. W. WYRICK FIF-5 1L 13 25 25
Conmanding '
VF=-87h FlU-L - 15 i 2k 2k
LCDR M. D, CARMODY
Cormanding :
V4-923 AD-3/AD=l 16 Ll 23 22
CDR J. €, MICHEEL : _
Commanding
Ve=3 (Bat nan) FLU-5N L Lt g [
1CDR G. W. STAEHELI
0fficer-in-Charge
VC-11. (Det mG) AD-lw 3 3 5 5

LT 4, ¥, CGERNERT
0fficer~in-Charge

VC=35 (Det "GM) AD~LN h 4 5 5
LT W, P, KISER
Of ficer~in-Charge

Ve=-61 (Det mgh) F2H-2P/F9F-SF 3 3 5 5
LT J. F, GROSSER
Officer~in~Chargs

TOTALS h 67 12k 122

* VA~923 received one replacement aircraft on board during this perioed.
## VC~3 Unit GEORGE received two replacement aircraft on board during
this period.

Very early in this period the Commanding Officer of VA-923, CIR J. C.
MICHEEL, was ordered to the Yokosuka Naval Hospital and he has not
yet returned to duty. The Executive Officer, LCDR A. H. GUNDERSON,
has been acting commanding officer,

The Alr Group Commander flys alternately with VF-781 and Vi-923. The
Alr Group Staff Operations Officer flys with VP-783. A doctor designated
as a Naval jiviator and three L.S.Qe's comprise the remaining four pilots
on the staff and they do not fly from the ship.

~ 1-2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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womow DECLASSIFIED
2 December - No flight operations. Departed YOKOSUKA to join Task
Force SEVENTY-SEVEN. _

J December = No flight operations. Enroute to operating arsa. A
scheduled exercise was cancelled because of weather and rough sea
caused by a cold front traveling southward from the SEA of JAPAN
through the Korea Straite.

i December - Air Group ONE HUNDRED TWO returned to action flying
ninety sorties and dropping fifty-six tons of bombs, The iD's and
Fliu's, aided by flak suppressing F9F=5ts, covered an estimated sixty
percent of their assigned supply dump and persornnel billeting area
targets. Other Alr Group jets conducted additional strikes against
fishing facilities and searched for targets zlong the recco routes,
They destroyed two supply dumps and five buildings and damaged seven
supply dumps, ten buildings and one factory.

An AD-li, Bureau Number 127862, piloted by ENS Willis RADEBAUGH,
VA-923, was hit by anti-alreraft fire while attacking a supply build-up
area near PYONG~GANG. He was able to get south of the main line of
resistance before he bailed out without injury over friendly forces.

5 December - Supply stockpiles and personnel billeting arcas were
atlacked Twice by the propeller aircraft in the vicinity of PYONG-GiNG.
Two large secondary explosions werc observed before thousand-foot
columns of smoke prevented further observations. The jets attacked
storage buildings and boat facilities north of WONSAN, destroying one
boat and three bulldings and damaging two boats amd four buildings.
Dock facilities, supply vehicles and box cars were attacked at SINPQ
by the jets. WNinety-three sorties were flown ard fifty-fowr tons of
bombs were dropped.

6 December - Jets, searching the rccco route from KILCHU to HYESANJIN,
attacked a train, destroying two cars and damaging eleven. Several

cars wore left burning., Other F9F=51s destroyed a large boat construction
and repaiyr facility near SINPO and set fuel facllities afirs. The

F4U's and AD's hit a supply and staging arca near CHA-~SAN-NI, destroying
nine warehouses. The night hecklers, ranging westward and northward

from HUNGN/AM, destroysd two trucks and damaged twenty others. Ninety-
five sorties were flown and fifty-five tons of bombs were dropped this
date.
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LT William P. HUGHES, USNR, VF-87L, was forced to ditch at sea
when his FiU-L, Bureau Number 81831, was hit by anti-aircraft fire
over HUNGNAM. Upon notification, MONTE CARIO dispatched DD-80L
which effected the rescue. He suffered no injuries.

7 December =~ No flight, operations -~ replenishment.

8 December - Planes from the USS ORISKANY flew ninety-one sorties
dropping forty-three tons of bombs. The AD's and FLU's attacked
military billeting areas southwest of HUNGNAM in the morning and
supply build-ups along the bombline in the afternoon. The jets
attacked rail facilities and warehouses along the recco routes,
Throughout the day two trucks and twenty-six buildings were destroyed.
Ten trucks, thirty-five buildings, one boxcar and a railroad bridge
were damaged. In addition, five rail cuts were scorede

9 December - The early morning hecklers, attacking west and north

of WONSAN, reported light vehicular traffic. They destroyed seven
trucks and damaged thirteen. The AD's and FLU's, with F9F-5 e:zcort,
tarcap, and flak suppression, conducted a morning and an afternoon
strike on HYESANJIN, adjacent to the Manchurian border. Railroad
repair facilities, factory buildings, govermment buildings, waterworks
and sawmills were destroyed or damaged. One hundred twelve sorties
were flown and seventy~four tons of bombs dropped.

10 December - Alert hecklers, spotting a two-engined train midway
between CHONGJIN and KILCHU, destroyed one locomotive and four cars,
Four other cars were damaged. A strike by fD's and FLU's against
HUNGNAM resulted in the destruction of three buildings while seven
others, including two warehouses, were damaged., The afternoon jet
strike in the vicinity of PUKCHONG obtained several direct hits on
warchouses in this area and several large secondary explosions were
observed, Six warehouses were destroyed. 8ixty-nine tons of bombs
were dropped during the day's ninety-six sorties.

11 December ~ No flight operations « replenishment.,

12 December ~ The AD's and FUU's struck an enemy supply build~up area

in the vicinity of P'ANGYO-DONG, a few miles behind the mzin line of
resistance, With jets flying flak suppression, the Corsairs and Sky-
raiders caused several secondary explosions. During the afternoon the
AD's and FhUts furnished close air support for the front line troops.
The controller's assessment was ninety percent coverage and ninety
percent effective. Jets, flying reconnaissance destroyed five buildings,
three gun emplacements and throe boxcars. Twelve other buildings were
damaged. Ninety-two sorties were flown and sixty-one tons of bombs

were droppeds
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13 December = Jet reccos and propoller aireraft. close air support
comprised most of the day's ninety-five sortiecs during which sixty
tons of btombs were dropped. The Corsairs and Skyraiders, supporting
units of the I Corps, were credited with fifvy percent coverage and
offectiveness. The Panther jets bombed and strafed targets in the
KILCHU area, destroying five buildings. Four other buildings and
nine supply shelters were damaged. The hecklers destroyed twerty=one
vehicles and damaged four others.

1k December - USS ORISKANY plancs in ninoty sorti.cs dropped sixty-three
tons of bombs an the supply build-up area near YODONG~NI and the matorial
shelters near KILCHUs. Damage assessment was hampered by smoke and debris
over the target. o

15 Docembor - No flight operations = roplenishment,

16 December =~ Despite the hampering effects of a low overcast, the
hecklers destroyed two trucks and damaged twoe. The day's main offort
was an all Air Group coordinated strike against the railroad repair
facilities and small factories ab HYESANJIN on the YALU Rivere. The
Aiir Group was the only one of three that rcached the pPrimary assigned
target after an instrument climb-out, one hundred twenty-five miles
through layers of clouds and an instrument let-down over the force
through 6,000 fect of icing conditions upon return. Jets provided
tarcep and flak suppression for the ADfs and FhUts. The arca was fully
covored and later photo coverage verified complete destruction of a
large railroad roundhouse. Aftcrnoon flights were cancelled because
of poor weather, Thirty-eight tons of bombs were dropped during the
day's fifty-six sorties. '

17 December - The hecklers destroyed an ammo dump near HAMHUNG after
they had aostroyed three trucks and damaged three others along the
constal recco routes north of the city. The jet strikes heavily
damaged a sawmill north of HAMHUNG and fiftecen boats near CHONGJI TN
The AD's and PLU's bombed supply and personnel billeting areas in the
vieinity of CHANGYON-NI, Additional attacks on supply storage areas
were conducted in the afterncon in the vicinity of HAYON~NI, near the
eastern terminus of the main line of resistance. Ninety~four sorties
were flown and seventy-one tons of bombs were dropped,

18 December =~ The jets attacked the HONGWON supply storage area. Heavy
demage was assesged. They also furnished flak suppression for the
morning propeller aircraft strike against military equipment stored
behind the front lines near SOKTUN-NI. Several secondary explosions
were observed in the afternoon as the Corsairs and Skyraiders bombed
storage areas at YONGP-YONG-NI, heavily damaging eight warchouscs.
Seventy-three tons of bombs were dropped during the day's one hundred
one sorties,
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19 December - No flight operations = replanisnmoht.

20 December - With jets providing flak suppression, the Flii's and ,iD's
destroyed thirteen buildings and damaged thirty-three othors in attacks
on ceymflaged personnel shelters and supply buildings northwest of
MAJON-NI and at YONGDAE-RI. Panther jets scarched the reconnaissance
routes from WONSAN to SONGJIN and northwest %0 the CHANGI IN~GLNG
reservoir. Large socondary explosions were reported upon bombing amd
strafing personnel billeting and supply storage areas in the vicinity
of PUK~CHONG. Seventy-two tons of bombs were dropped during the day's
ninety-eight sorties.

2l December - Thirty-nine tons of bombs were dropped during fifty-five
sorties before high winds forced cancellation of the day's remaining
events. The Corsairs and Skyraiders destroyed an cstimated twenty-five
personnel and supply shelters in the vicinity of CHANGYON-NI. An
additional forty-five were damaged,

22 December -~ With jet tarcap, Air Group ONE HUNDRED TWO ADs' and FlLUs!
atfacked vehicle shops, storage facilitioes and billeting arcas neer
HWANGSUWON-NI, believed to be a build-up of an air complex. Thirtcen
buildings were destroyed and fifteen damaged. The jets flew recon-
naissance south from WONSAN reporting destruction of many supplics which
wore stacked just off the roads, presumably awaiting transportation to
the front. Scventy-three sorties were flown with thirty tons of bombs
and twenty~cne napalm bombs dropped before bad weather forced cancels
lation of flight operations.

LTJG Jo 4w HUDSON, 532903, USN, Vi=923, was killed in action when
his Skyraider failed to pull out of a near vertical bombing run.

23 December ~ USS ORISKANY 4Dst and FLUs' this morning attacked a
communist supply concentration southwest of KANSONG with supporting jet
flak suppression, Eighty-five percent coverage was achicved. Jot reccos
damaged four boxcars. This evening the night configured ADs! and FlUst
on heckler flights destroyed nine trucks and damaged cight others south
of WONSAN. Sixty-one tons of bombs were dropped during the day's
gseventy-cight sorties.

2L December - No flight oporations - replenishment.
25 Deccmber - No flight operations - enroute YOKOSUKA, Japan.
26 December - No flight operations = enroute YOKOSUKA, Japan.

27 December - Arrived YOKOSUKA, Japan. End of reperting period.

-
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CRDNANCE

le Gun performance during this period was excellent, Thers were 155,831 rowmds
of 20mm dmmnition expended with an average of 1,360 rounds fired per
stoppages The 450 caliber performance was 2,200 rounds per stoppage,

with a total of 86,200 rounds fired, Gun maintenance consisted of frequent
cleaning and oiling using ES1 gun oil and 875G solenoid oils

2¢ Satisfactory performaﬁce was obtained from all bomb racks with the
exception of the Aero 1hA combination bemb rack and rocket launchers:

de Several of the sway braces on these racks have become inoperative
due to the stripping of the threads on these bracess This is particularly
evident on the AD and FLU aircrafi,

be Many shear pin failures have occurred on this rack when using it
as a rocket Jauncher, Of three racks investigated, it was found that the
main spring guide and sleeve contained in the rocket latch agsembly were
rusted and corroded, preventing the guide from sliding as the rocket was
launcheds Although the Aero 14A Handbook (AN 11~75A-7 states that no
lubrication is required in maintaining this combination rack and launcher,
it is believed that frequent lubrication of the rocket latch assembly
would reduce corrossion. It is recommended that consideration be given
to providing an oil port so that the rocket latch assembly may be lubricated.

3« In order to prevent rocket plugs pulling loose from their receptacles,
a small metal retaining eclip was utilized by VF-87he It was designed by
E, Ae RUYLE, A0l, of that squadron, Use of this c¢lip eliminated the need
for the bayonette plug leck pins which were working loose, allowing the
rocket plugs to pull free of their receptacles, This clip was fastened
to the receptacle and by means of a small slot in which the plug wing

grip fits, the inserted plug was firmly held in place, Since the instal-
lation of this clip, not one rockst plug has pulled loose, A similar
type ¢lip is being made for trial on the F9F-5 aircraft. Plans for this
¢lip are being forwarded to the Bureau of Crdnance for consideration,

e The new Aeré 12B bomb skid has proven to be most successful for flight
deck operations, However, there are only seven of these skids now on board,

é;tis rocommended that e full allowance bo provided at tho carliest possible
Se ’ ’

5¢ To minimige the possibility of an accidental gun firing, a breach
blocking tool for use in the 20mm guns was designed by G. R. ADDY, AOU1,
VA~923, and employed Successfully by that squadron. This tocl fits over
the gas cylinder sleeve and barrel behind the yoke in front of the push
redse With this tool in place, the breech is unable to g0 into the
battery position, It is held back by the push rods which are engaged by
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this tool; prevénting the possibility of an acéidental firing while

insvecting and clearing the gun, Plans for this tool are being sube
mitted to the Bureau of Ordnance for congiderations

6e Cold weather clothing now authorized and issued to ordnancemen
includes mittens, However, the mittens are extremely awkward and it

is impracticable for ordnancemen to fuge bombs and install arming wires
while wearing them, It is recommended that an allowance for pliable,
leather, fingered gloves with wool knitted liners be established for
all ordnancemen operating in a cold climate,

Te The following ordnance items were critical in supply:
as Hydraulic gun chargers (MKS Mod 1, Aero 1hA)

- be Relay boxes (Mkh Mod 1) for use in Mk 1 Mods L and 5 sighting
systems

Ce Douglas Bomb Ejector parts
de Station Selectors {Mk2 Mod O)

8e Of twenty-one Napalm bombs dropped during this period, six duds
were reported, Investigation indicates that the ratio of thickener

to gasoline was in excess of the desired six percent, This heavy mix
was observed to gell to a solid states These six reported duds were
the first bombs prepared and under conditions of darkness on the flight
deck with high wind velocitiess Three of the dud napalm bombs were
fuzed with the M6 gas cap igniters only while the remaining bombs were
fuzed with both the M16 and M5 igniters,

I1I~-2 ENCIOSURE (1)
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TOTAL ORDNANCE EXPENDITURE BY SQUADRONS: |

TYPE ADw3, AD~li  ADehN  FLieh FhUeSN  FOF-5 F9Fwb
GRDNANCE  (VA-923)  (VC~35) (VF-87h) (Vew3) (VF-781) (VF-783)  TOTAL

20004GP 37 _ 37
1000#GP L9 22 ' 431
SO04GP 293 21 239 37 590
2504GP 1203 73 881 2h0 314 2711
FRAGS 156 1L 102 249 L58 348 1327
1004GP 305 13k 184 126 L9
NAPAIM 12 9 Foo ' 21
ATAR, 50 - 59 ' 103 ' 332 390 88y
20MM 15,267 17,270 ' 13,000 56,009  35h,285 155,831
#50CAL 86,200 . 86,200
HUNG CRDN/NCE:
TYPE DOUGLAS BOMB
ORDNANCE  AERO 1hA MK S5 MKSL MK 9 EJECTOR TOTAL
. 2000#aP _
1000#GP - 1 1
SO0#GP : .3 3
250#GP 7 12 19
FRAGS Iy 1 g
1004#cP 2 1 3
NAPLIM
ATAR 51 52 52

PERCENT HUNG CRDNANCE:

Air Group 0e53%
VF=782 0e57%
VF-783 0e51%
VF-87h 0.118%
Vim923 0,568%
VCa3 fGH 0435%

VC=35 G 0L0%
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DISPOSITION HUNG C(RDNANCE$

TYPE LATER MANUAL RELEASE BY REMAINING ON  DROP OFFS
ORDN/NCE, RELEASE  MANEUVERING RACK ' ON LANDINGS  TOTAL
20004GP
10004GP . 1 1
S00#GP 3 3
250#GP 18 1 19
FRAGS 5 5
1004GP 3 3
ATAR S Ls 7 52

ITI-4 ENCLOSURE (1)
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DAMAGE
DIMAGE INFLICTED. ON ENEMY:

T4RGIT DESIROYED DAMAGED
Boats s 35
Tanks : . 1
Trucks - 1t 172
Locomotives 1 1
Qx Carts 51 11
Highway Bridges 7
Supply Dumps g 15
Factories 1 Iy
Barracks 29 L5
Buildings 159 328
Warehouses 2 5
Gun Bmplacements L 2
Iumber Piles 1
Storage Tanks 2
Radar Installations 3
Power Installations 11
Bankers 1l 3
Marshalling Yards 3
R R Cars 12 L7
Roundhouses 1
Rail Cuts 32 :
Ammunition Dumps 1l
Highway Cuts h X
Troops 68 K1A 10 WIA
R R Tunnels 1
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COMBAT 1OSS OF LIRCRLFT»

DLTE UNIT TYPE 4/C  BUNO CAUSE CODE
12-h-52  VA=923  AD-k 127862 Pnemy anti-sircraft fire L
1246-52  VF-87h i 81831 Enemy anti-aircraft fire I
12-22-52  VA-923 4D~3 122782 Possible enemy anti- L

: _ aircr_'aft Tire

DAMAGE INFLICTED BY ENEMY ON OWN ATRCRAFT:

DATE UNIT  TYPE 4/C  BUNO | CAUSE CODE
12-6-52 VF-783 F9F=5 125312 iutomatic weapons fire  De3
12-8-52 VF-783 F9F«5 | 126047  Automatic weapons fire D=3
12+9u52 VF-783 FoF=5 126005 Small arms fire D=3
12«12«52  VF-87L Fhtal 82099 Automatic weapons fire D=3
12-12=52  VF=-874 FLUL . 97210  Small arms fire D-3
12~12=52  VC=35 AD=LN 125734  Automatic weapons fire  De3

- 12w16-52  VF-783 F9F-5 15541  Smell arms fire D3
12-17-52  VF=-783 F9Fw5 125548  Small arms fire D-3
12-20=52  VF=T783 F9F~5 125955 Automatic weapons fire  De3
12-22-52  VF-783  F9F-S 12h462  Small arms fire D-3
12-22-52  VF=783  F9F-5 126047 Automatic weapons fire  De3
12-2-52  WF-T83 F9F-5 125311 Small arms fire D3
12-23-52  vr-07 iU} 82099  89mall arms fire De3
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PERSDNNEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES

PER SONNEL PERFORMANCE$

1. The performance of Air Group personnel during this peried is
considered excellent,

2.;*Iimited experience indicates that a hardship is imposed on propelier
squadron pilots required to fly two missions during one day. 4 dis-
cussion based on this experience follows:

a, Pllots of propeller squadrons flying two missions in one day
average approximately six hours in the air and two hours per sortie
for briefing and debriefing. Planes are manned one half hour before
launching, This results in the pilet working approximately ten to
twelve hours in one day solely as a pllot, The efficiency of & pilot
drops sharply after three hours in the air in a single-placed aircraft.

b, 4 recent despatch from Commander Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN
directs that pilots of AD and FLU aircraft not £y more than one combat
mission of three hours duration on any one day unless so directed by
hima

¢e It is recommended that the pilot allowances for propeller aire
craft squadrons be increased to 175% of their assigned aircraft, This
recommended allowance is based on current schedules in the Korean
Combat Theater and on average pilot losses due to combat and the reduction
of average pllot availability as a result of illness.

ds The pilot allowance for jet squadrons under the present schedule
requirements appears to be satisfactoary. Two missions of the normal
one and one half hour's schedule is no hardship for a jet pilot and
is rarely required,

3. "“Operation Morale®, in which the families of the Air Group and the
Ship's Company located in the San Diego and Alameda areas were photo-
graphed on sound movies to bring a Christmas message of cheer to their
loved ones at sea off Korea during the Yuletide Season, was an enormous
SUCCESS,

CASUALTIES:

l. fin AD piloted by LTJG J. 4. HUDSON, 532903, USN, VA-923, was
observed to crash while on a combat mission over North Korea on 22
December 1952. Anti-aircraft fire is considered a possible cause
of the crash, Neither pilot nor chute was observed to leave the
airplane.. LTJG HUDSON is listed as killed in action,

V-1 ENCLOSURE (1)
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OPERATIONS

1. During this pericd Carricr Alr Group ONE HUNDRED TWO flew a total

of 1LL9 flights and flew 3,125.2 hewrs duwring 14,5 scheduled operaticnal
days. Approximatcly onec and cne half days' operations werc cancellod
becausc of weather, The Air Group averaged 100 flights per operating
days, The average tetal number of flights per pilot for the propeller
aireraft was 11,6 and for the jet pilots was 13,1,

24 In order to expedite the simulianecus rendezvous of several flights
of F9F-5 aircraft of two different squadrons, the following procedure
was utilized with success:

8« The parent carrierts sector in the disposition was divided in
half, centercd cn the median linc, Tho clockwise half from the scetor
median was assigned to VF~783, the other half to VF-~781. For cxamplo,
with three carriers, the disposition axis 360°, the median lincs
extonded from the disposition eontor «n 3600, 1200, and 240°. The 60°
arc clockwise frem the median line for the USS ORISKANY was assigned
to VF-783, The other half of the 120° sector was assigned to VF-781,

be VP-781 and VF-783 were assigned even and odd altitudes respectively,

Ce Iendezvousing was ccnducted below any overcast,

de Rendezvous turns were standard ratc and to the lcft with the
orbit cutside and tangent tc¢ the screen.

3. In scme instances jet reeonnalssance flights were bricfed on
specific targets on the assigned routes, If coverage of the routes
did not afford worth-while targets of opportunity, this additicnal
effert in preparation permittcd the flights to expend ordnance
effcctively on enemy material of military significance,

Le The APA-70 was adequate equipment for ECM direction finding when
employed against & radar station on a given frequency. However, it
was incapable of accurate homing when it was necessary to differcontiate
betweon two staticns operating on the same frequency simultancously,

It is recommended that an improved ECM dircction finding equipment be
provided single-engine, carricr-based aircraft, if possible, one
prescnting a 360° picturc and permitting sclection of horizontally or
vertically polarized antennae,

5. The roguirement for early warning aircraft equipped with a radar
which is capable of a coverage of 3600 and overheed from horizon to
horizon is becoming more acute as the problem of detecting MIG or

encmy jet aircraft is experienced, Visible detection is most incffeetive
unless condensation trails are in evidences

: 1, /
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m SWMARY OF FLIGHTS

YF-781 VF-783 VF-87L VA-923 VC-3 VC-11 VC-35 VC-61  AIR
F9F-5 FoF-5 Fhu-l 4D-3,L FLU-5N AD-IW AD-LN F2H-2P GROUP

MISSION . _ F9F-5p

OFFENSIVEs

“§trike 59 59 227 219 56l
Rocco 68 B 149
Flak Suppression 73 57 130
NGF _ 11 3 2 16
ECM 18 18
ECM Escort 12 8 20
Photo P 52 52
Photo Escort 26 27 ' 53
€48 28 28 56
TAR C&aP 20 2l _ Ly
Heckler 31 32 63
Sstrike Escort L L 8

TOTAL OFFENSIVE 250 252 278 258 33 50 52 1173

DEFENSIVE:

—¢ar__ 77 82 159
ASP 33 3 36
ASP Escort 17 b 15 36
ATW : 2 2
ATWN Escort 1 1 2

TCTLL DEFENSIVE 77 82 1 17 k35 19 235

MISCELLANEOUSS 5 b 2 11

ABORTS: ;. 6 9 5 2 30

TOTALS 335 340 28, 288 Wy 35 6% 54 1Lh9

Average Flights '
Por Pilot 13.Lh 13,6 1c.5 12,5 8,8 7. 13.8 10.8 12,

Avcrage Flight ' '
hours per pilot 20.h 20.9 32.3 35.1 243 19.2 L3.1 16,2 25.8

VI-2 ENCLOSURE (1) EEE
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| ATR INTELLIGENCE
1, The most widsly uscd flak plotting systems provide the location
of known enemy anti-aircraft gun pésitions, the ¢aliber, and intensity
and accuracy of fire, Once plotitcd, however, there was no way of
knowing what dates guns had fircd or how many times firings had occurrcd,

In order %o furnish pilots with currant, detalled enemy flak intelligence,
the following system was devised and has been most effcetives

as, All flak pdsitions, whether reportcd via flak summaries, supple-

ments, or pilot's reports, werc rccorded on 5 x 7 cards on which the
following column headings had becn printed:

(1) Grid coordinatcs of the position

(2) Type of gun

(3) Mumber of times gun had fired

(4) Date of last firing

{5) Intensity of fire

(6) Accuracy of fire

(7) Type aireraft the gun had fired wpon

(8) Altitude of aiycraft when fired upon

(9) Visual sighting possible

(10) Specific reference points relative to gun's ostimated position

be Enemy flak intelligence was recorded under the headings on the
5 x 7 cards as it was received, thus the morning flights furnished the
latest flak data to the afternoon sortics. 1In addition, cach night all
available enemy flak intelligence received that day was reviewed and the
information rccorded on the cardse

¢y Thc 5 x 7 cards were filcd under main index cards for sach grid
soctor, There wis a 5 x 7 card for sach of the sectorts 100 grid
squarcs wherein an enemy gun position was reported.

d, Fram these cards current flak information was plotted each
night on 1:50,000 scale charts to bc used the following day by Alr
Intolligence Officers during their briefings of various flights. The
AIO's utilized the cards in the preparation of their briefing notes
as well,
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ce The flak data for reconnaissance routes énd rail cubt sections
wore cross filed. A separate set of cardg were preparcd for thc area
tcn miles on elther side of each route and rail eut section. An AIO

was able to obtain all available flak intelligence needed to brief a

reconnaissance or rail cut mission by pulling the respective set of
cards for the assigned area, - i
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SURVIVAL

1, The Mk ki anti-exposure suit rcceived its first test in combat
6 Dceerber 1952, ILicutcnant HUGHES of Fighter Sguadron EIGHT SEVEN
FQUR ditched without injury near HUNGNAM, Korea in water at a
temperature of LOOF., After the FLU-hL came to rest in the water he
frecd himself of attachments to the plane, stoed up on the side of
the cockpit, and stepped over the right side into the water with the
parachute still strappcd to him, He inflated his Maec West which was
very buoyant, floating him comfortably on his back. He had no
difficulty unfastening the parachute harness fittings, Unfastconing
_the harness in the cockpit on proevious flights had always beon extremely
difficult, It is believed that thc froedom of body action afforded in
the water made this task easier, Inflating the pararaft was casily
accomplished, He pulled himself into the inflated raft over its stern
without diffféulty after hotd been in the water an estimated cight.
rinutes, After getting into the raft his hands became very cold. Hetd
taken off his flight gloves to manipulate the parachute harness and
pararaft, He then put on tho wet, large mittens contained in the
pockots of the Mk L suit which brought warmth to his hands in about
throc minutes. He remained in the raft, which was about half full of
cold water, for approximately twenty-five minutes, The air temperature
was estimated to be lower than that of the water and higher than 319%,
He was confortably warm enough in the water and in the pararaft., He
was wearing cotton undershirt and drawcrs, the Mk 4 inner liner, and
two pairs of cotton socks under the Mk L anti-exposure suit,

2. ENS RADEBAUGH, of Attack Squadron NINE TWO THREE, bailed out of
an AD~3 aircraft over land with a Mk L suit on., He expericnccd
difficulty in getiing out of the plane because of the bulkiness of
the suit. He is 517" tall and weighs 135 pounds,
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1., Twoenty-two cascs of FIP-5 auto~acceleration and loss of throttle
control ocecurred during the perioed covered by this report as follows:

POWIR ALTITUDE MINUTZS AT  ALTITUDE CON-  MAXIMUM AUTO-
SCTTING MALFUNCTION ALTITUDE TROL REGAINED  ACCELERATION

80% 18,500 20 16,000 ZERO
80g 22-28,000 28 20,000 ZERO
807 © 20,000 25 #* 92%
80% . 20,000 20 3 87%
8L 22,000 20 17,000 93%
Bug . 22,000 e 22,300 2ERO
80% 21,000 Lo 20,000 92
807 22,000 25 20,000 ZERO
8hg 22,000 20 17,000 ZERO
964, 21,000 b5 18,500 ZERO
85% 22,000 L5 21,000 93%
85% 20,000 60 19,500 9hg
82¢ 20,000 60 18,000 96%
829 20-30,000 Lo 19,000 90%
829 20-30,000 Lo 19,000 98%
82% 20,000 20 * 88g
82% 20,000 35 # 923
8eg 20,000 25 _ # 9hg
92% 26,000 20 20,000 ZERO
829 26,000 15 ZERD
98% 20-30,000 5 19,000 ZERO
82% 27,000 20 #* Shg

# Shiftcd to the emergency system and regained satisfactory control.

a, Malfunctions continucd after the romoval of servo filtcrs,
both Skinner and Peourolator, from eight aireraft.

b. Rcmoval of isclation valve scresns on two aircraft and draining
of all sxternal lines to reduce the possibility of moisture in the
Jower portions of the lines, did not eliminate auto-acceloration and
loss of throttle control.

c. Tests using three pereent lubricating oil additive werc -
conducted with twe airecraft, No malfunctions occurred. However,
this is not considered conclusive because of the limited number of
flights mades In additdon, these few {lights were ascomplished under
conditiony dissimilar to those previously producing anto=acceleration
and loss of throttle control.
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- ds On 21 and 22 December a total of 20 flights were made above
20,000 feet. Seven aircraft had methanol addid to the fuel in the
ratio of one gollon of mothanol to 1,000 gallons of fuel, No
malfunctions were experienced with aireraft using the methanol-fucl
mixture while seven cases of auto-acceleration cccurred among the
remaining thirtecn zircraft, Tests using methanol~fuel mixture will
be continucd, . '

2. & constant and positive control of aircraft availability and status
is 2 nover ending preoblem aboard carriers. The Flight Deck Control
Officer and maintenance croews require a cerefully integratecd prograem
to facilitate nccessary aircraft availability and completion of
scheduled launches, To cope with this problem CVG-102 devised and

put into operation a master aircraft status and availability boord
which is the control center and is in communications with the vital
key ccnters of the Air Departmont and Squadrons on the 2JG eircuit
during Flight Quarters and by phone at other times.

a, The material requiremcnts for this type of control are fow
when weighed against the ond results. The following materials are
raequireds

(1) Plexi-glass Master Board approximately é6v X 8' with the
individual aircraft maintenance cntries painted on it for cach
squadron and unit,

(2) Up-down board located in Flight Deck Control, plus
individual squadron discrepancy boards,

(3) 8ix scts of headphones and microphones for usce of talkcrs
on the 2JG circuit,

(L) 2JG circuit connecting talkcrs in Flight Duck Conirol,
mastor board and cach of the four rcady rooms,

b, The personnel requirements for this system are few, CVG~102
employs the following:

(1) One Chief Detty Officer {(aDC).
(2) Three non-ratcd men.

(3) Squadrons furnish ready room talkcrs during flight quarters.
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¢s Operationally thc system is simple but positives. The location
of thce master control board on the hangar degk is paramount since it
must be recdily visible and yet not oceitpy or éSbstruct aircraft parking
spacce The master board is located approximately eight fect above deck
on the starboard side of the hangar deck at frame 10, A catwalk ig built
completcly around the board to facilitate movement by talkers and a
small log book table is provided for keeping permancnt and detailed
records of all reported aireraft discrepancies, The master board is

manned continuously by regularly assigned watches who also maintain
the permanent log.

Le |

d, 4 CPO located in Flight Deek Control acts as master talker and
control during flight quartcrs and obtains his information from key
men in cach squadron and unit, Primarily, he rcceives and dispatches
information through the communicction system, meintains the emall
aircraft operational up and down board and makes 2ll entries on the
individual squadron discrepancy boards, all of which are located in
Flight Deck Control and plainly visible teo the Aireraft Handling Officer,

¢e Iach squadron and unit of CVG~-102 maintains a trouvble-shooting
erew on the flight deck to catch last minute difficultics and to make
rapid diagnosis of malfunctions roported upon rocovery.

f, The CPO'win charge of the individual squadron maintenance crews
and trouble-shooting crews are the only personnel qualified ¢ report
changes in status of aircraft, DPlacing the responsibility for such
decissions upon a centralizcd fow climinates much confusion and error,

ge at the beginning of cach dayts operations the maintcnance CPO
stationed in Flight Deck Control contacts the master status board on
the hangar deck for up to date information regarding the status of all
aircraft aboard, This information is transmitted to the Alrcraft
Handling Officer through the up~down beard in Flight Deck Control.
The CPO further informs all squadron ready rooms of availawility os
well as assigned planes for sach launch,

he Upon completion of each rccovery, the individual squadron
trouble~shooting c¢crews immediately report to the maintcnance CI'0 in
Flight Deck Contrel the status of all aircraft, This information is
transmitted to the master status board, ready rooms and Aircraft
Handling Officer, Discrepancics requiring hangar deck meintenance
arc scnt to the hangar deck, minor "squawl®" are repairced on the
flight deck and the respot is thereby expeditcd. In the cvent
aircraft have to be sent below for checks or other discrepancies, the
information is entered on the individual squadron discrepancy boards
located directly in front of the Aircraft Handling Officer’s working
arca,
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1. Converscly, when an aircraft has been reﬁaired on the hangar
deck and is ready to be flown on the schedule or requircs a turn up,
the talker at the master status board enters the information on the

board and the log and notifies Flight Deck Control and the ready room
concerned,

je The system herein deseribed has operated most satisfactorily.
Clos¢ supervision and cooperation by all dopartaunts coiuecrned has
resulted in minimum delays and positive contred over aircraft status
and afforded maximum scheduling usage.

3. Matorial support for this period was xonsidered highly satisfactory. .

Fiftcen planc-days were lcst because of non-availability of Corsair
wings with change 32 (Aeroc 1l rocket launehers) installed. Zxcopt
for exchanging wing assemblies on downed aireraft this situation would
have become more eritiecal., One Bénshee photo plane was ACQG twelve
deys for lack of nose whesl hinge arms and the break-away plate on

the back of the pilot's scat armer plate,

s Threec cases of the accessory drive shaft in R3350-26Wi engines
boing twisted beyond the allowable limits occurred during this poricd,
These shafts were not carried on the ship's allowance lists They were
obtained from new engines on board in order to keep aireraft in an
“upt status, Tt is recommended that these parts be included in the
allowance list.

AYRCOAFT AVATLABILITY:

AVERAGE AIRCRAFT AVELAGE AVERAGE

ON BOARD AIRCRAFT PERCENT
UNIT TYFE A/C (EXCLUSIVE OF DUDS) AVAILABLY AVAILABIE
vr-781 FOF-5 - 12,8 10, 80,
VF-783 Fop-5 13.9 11.2 80,
VF""B?LL FhU‘h ]-.h.2 12.8 90.
Va~923 AD=3/aD-h 14.8 12,1 82,
vc-3 ng*  FLU-SN 3.8 2.6 72,
VC-11 ®GM  AD-LW 3. 2.3 764
VC"BS "G" AD"’-JN }40 305 88.
VC-61 Gt F2H-2P/F9F-52 3. 2, 67,
AaIn Ghour | 6943 | g6.5 81.
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