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Commonder, Carrder iir Group ONR HUNDRED TWO,
Cormending Officer, USS BON HOMIE RICEARD (CV - 31).

Subj: dAction Eeport »f Carrier Alr Group OHE HUNDRSD TWO for perlod of
B August 1851 %o 5 September 1951, :

Ref ¢ (a) CNO Instruction op 342 serisl 408P34 of 1 July 1951,

i1, Thia report is forwarded for inclugion in the Actlon Report of the
USS BOW HOMME RICHARD (CV-31) as raqu.ired by referonce (a).

2. Information, comment and recemmendations are presented under the follow-

ing headingss
I. MISSION AND COMPOSITION
I1. CHEONCLOGY
DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERYALS: I, ORDHANCE
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS IV, DAHAGE _
DOD PIR 5200.10 Y. PERSONNTL PY-FORMANCE AHD CASUALTIES
VI. COMMENTS AND ARCOIHENDATIONS
&, OPYRLTIONS

3. IYTHLLIGENCE
€. MAINTINRANCE
D, ELECTROFICS
E. SURVIVAL
- Fo MEDICAL
G, COMPOSITE SYIADEON TZAMS.
1, VC-3
2, VC-11
3. V(=35
4, VO-61

I. MISSION AND QOMPOSITION

i1, MISSIOW, Carrler Air Group 102 departed YOKOSUKA, Jepen, 8 huguet 1951,
aboard the USS BOF HOMIR RICHARD (CV-3l) for the third perlod of duty in ¥he
operating ared, The mission of the air Group was to fly close 2ir support,
armed reconnaissance, and strikes in su:port of the Unitei Netiomns effort in
Korea as essizned in the Daily Air Plan promalgated by CTF 77.

2, COMPOSITION, - ‘
UNIT TYPE . A[C - aft PILOTS PILOTS

COMMANDER AfC 8/8 9/s. 8/8 8/s
CAG 102 '
(DR, H. H, FUNK

VF 781

LCD: C.I.OVILAND  FOP-2F 18 15 52 3
VF 783 ' '

LCDR J.0.ANTHONY  F4U-4 16 12 32 21
VF 874 . :

LCDR Du*Le WARTS — 34U-4 16 13 25 22
Vi 923 AD-3 16 - 12 25 25
LODis HoWe WILEY  AD-4Q 1 1 :
[

LCDE C.J. SCHROEDFK P4U-BNL 4 4 6 : 6
Vg-11

LT. L. B. KIKK, JH, AD-4W 3 , 3 ' 8 6
V035 _ , -

LCDR. A, WALDMAN  AD-4K 2 2 6 6
VC-61 '

LT, W, WESTMORELAND Fgli-aP 3 3 2 4

Thie does not include the Air Group Excoutive Officer who flies ths AD
or the 4sst, Operations Officer who flics the F4U-4, Four ISOs are also
- &ttached to the Staff in a flight status, The Bloctronles Officer and Air
Intelligonoe Officers fly frogquently in the sD4=-Q ae obscrvers,
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1, & well rested and relaxed Alr Group sortiod YOROSUKA BAKBOR aboard the
USS BOW HOMHE LICHAED on 8 sugust 1951 to rejoin Task Force SEVENTY SEVEN
in tho Sca of Japen, Hopes were high for an early truce and noest expoetod
but a fow days of operations before tho KABSONG necetings would begin bearing
frut$, Bow wrong we werc is brought out in thie Action Report. '

2. Rondozvous wae mado on 10 August and at 0745 Alr Grouwp 102 rosuned
offensive action against the North Korcans and thelr Chinese 4llies, when
the first strikes werc launched, 4 total of 69 sortles wore flown, 50 offen-
sive and 19 defonsive. Twolve barracks type bulldings were definitely do-
stroyed and five houses left burning after one close alr support nission,
diverted to armed recco, hed worked them over with napaln and strafing., Jot
photo recomnaissance planes corpleted their assigned tesks, Defensive 45Ps
anl CAP® were without vectors, Two F4Us werc hit and flak was intense
throughout the day. In nany eectors heavy barroge type A.4. was encountered.

3, On 11 August 90 sortice were flown, 68 offensive and 22 defenslive, The
early morning hecklers destroyed a lerze warehouse which was left a nass of
flaoes with snoke blllowing 3,000 feet in the air. A locomotive undergoing
repair was further denaged anﬂ 10 persons working in the area were kllleda
On othor strikes threc railroad bridges were severely damaged wlth one or
nore spans béing seen to drop after direcct hits with high explosives. Throe
gun emplacorients were sllenced after napalp attocks, Two plones wore lost
within ninutes of e2ech other, An F4U piloted by LT. VENES of VF 874 wes
seen to explode in an orange ball of flane shortly after begimning his dive.
Two runs later, another F4U plloted by LT Fred KOCH, also of VF 874, was seen
to explode in a siniler manner. Both pilots are presumed dend, Cause of
the accidents is not definitely known but there 1s & strong prohabllity that
faulty VT fusing snd premature detonation 1s responsible.

4, On 12 August the Task Force replenished, no alr operations were scheduled,

5. Sixty-nine sorties, 57 offensive and 12 defensive, wns the box score on
13 Auzust, Three gun positions, ene 2 120 MH were destroyed by one CAS
flight, A large convoy of trucks was sizhted in the vicinity of WONSAN

with 13 destroyed and 15 denmaged, Shortly after toke-off the last strike

was ordered to return to the ship. ZHusore of & truce were flying but they
furned out to be only that, - - rumors, Leason for the recall was throatining
weather, . :

8, The Air Growp wns back in actlon agedn, on a full tine basis, on 14 Aug.
throwing 80 offenaive CAS missions, rrned recomnnissance, and interdictlon
flights against eneny troops rnd suvply iines. Todny could well be called
truck busting day, 4 larce build-up of encny tronspertation was sighted
and when the carnage was over 34 vehicles had definitely been destroyed and
rmore than twice thnt number severcly dcioged. In addition one CAS nisslon
was responsible for the destruction of %5 eneny troope dug in on a hillside.
Bridge strikes knocked down 1 span of 3 different railroad bridges on a
successful interdiction nission, Jet reconnmissance continued the harrase—
nent of eneny roads and railroad: repalr parties, strafing and kllling 25
wnrkers. 24 defensive nisslona were flown, all without vectors. -

7. Bighty-onc bridge strikes, photo recco, close alr support and armed recco
was the offeneive total on 15 August. ° One gspan of a railroad bridze wes
¥nocked down and one highway tridge destroyed after direct hits dy F4lUs and
ADs, A close alr support nission wes eredited with 100% covernge on an

eneny held ridge, The torzet area was known to be thickly populated with
eneny troops but no actunl count of eneny casusltiss was given by the con~
troller, TPwenty-one defensive sorties were flown with no vectors.

By, dugust 16 wae roplenishment dayy:

9, Poor wcather cut down the nuuber of sorties on 17 Anguﬁf vhon 62 flights
were launched, 40 offensive and 22 dofensive. Interdicticn nispions were
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successful in knocking dewg five bridges whils dratering and seoding
approacheos to others. Ten troope repairing a rallroad bypass wore killed
by strafing, One 20 MM anti-alrcraft gun was knoeked out after it had oppned
up and hit en F4U, Photo recco flighta. hampored by weather completed 80%
of their nissions.

10, Qu 18 August narginal*ueather continucd, Three spans of & highmay
bridge dropped after direct hite with 500 pound bombs, One gun emplacenment
was dostroyed and 100 troops attacked with mapaln and nechine guns but con-
trollers gave no eetimate of coasusliios, BSeven boxcars were left burning
and one rallroad bypass bridge knocked out by other interdlction nissionss
Onc AD was hit resulting in loss of all rudder control dut made a safe
landing atonrd. In all, 73 offensive sortics wers flawn. The 17 defensive
sortles were without vectors,

11, Toking edventagoe of poor fiying weather the ship replenished on 19 Aug.

12, On tho 20%¢h and 21st of Augnst Tosk Force SEVENTY SEVEN retrentcd
beforc a nuch nore formjdable adversary than the connunists. ~ ~ the typhoon
PMARGE", and no flighta were ﬂade.

13. Weather recco and dafensiVE nisaions were flown on 22 August, The nite
hecklers finally succeeded in penctrating to the Korean Coast,but assessment
of tholr damoge was imposeible bectuss of darkness, . The pilots recomnended
that the launch be moved up so &5 to sllow the plones to reach the target
areas ot dusk apd in this CTP 77 conﬂurred. In all 20 sorties were flown,
four offensive and 16 defeneive. '

14, On 23 éugust the poor weather continued and no flights were launched.

15, - The 24th of August found the Task Force sailing under clear skies and
celn seas, Eighty offensive sorties were lounched on Close Alr Support
missions, bridge strikes, armed receco and photo recco hops, Two railroad
bridzes were effectively bombed with two spans of esch knocked down, One
building was destroyed and B0% covoraze assigned by the controller to a
elose air support flight. While on & photo escort filght, en FOF piloted by
LT HUGHES of VF 781 was hit anmi forced %o ditch without the knowledze of the
photo plene, Strikes were diverted to seareh for the mlgsing plane but to '
no avall until a special seatch mlesion of two ADe was orzanized and led by
the Air Group Commender, (DR H. N. FUNE,. With but the most meager informe-~
tion, CIR FUFK sizhtod the downsed pllot floating in .hie raft about 25 miles
from shore, He orbited rnd vectored a destroyer to the vieinity and the
rescue was node, Another plconc wes lost when sn F4U, plloted dy LT, Ton
ALLARD of VF 874, failcd to remain sirborne at the bow, started = spin and
hit tho woter,- He was badly druised and shaken ap on impact but was picked
up Bafely by the helicepter, o

16, On the 35th of August, opernting further Horth thon at sny other tine,
72 sortles were flown, 42 offensive rnd 30 defensive. Nany cholce targets
wera located, 4 locomotive and string of ton cors were left blaging after
one attack,  On another, four railrond bridges were destroyed completely
and another locomotive destroyed, Operating clogs %o the Aussion Dorder
and within easy ranze of shore besed jet fizhters, the very 1nportant Conmbat
Alr Patrols and endi-subnmarine patrols were without vectors,

17. Tho 26th of Auzust found the Tesk Force beck in faniller opereting
torritory where 100 sortice were launched, 81 offengive ~nd 19 defenslive.
Ono CaS5 flight working over entrenched troops with nopaln snd frog bombs was
eredited with 955 coverage by the oir controiler, A bridge strike knoeckod
out 76 fect of & rallroad dridsze and dostroyed 11 of 15 dboxcars, while an
NGF mission was effectively sileneing & troublesome zun position in the
WOISAN area, with a direet hit with n 50O# bomb. One F4U, piloted by LT
HEMDRICKSON, was hit in the oil-cooler and force& to land on on enerzency
strip aouth of the bombline. _

18, On 27 August the ship repleniehed and no flights were 'sghedﬁled.
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19, Two F4U-5N on armed weather recco was thé'cé%ent of operations on 28
sSuguste After bombing and destroying eizht small buildinge they were wnadble
Yo return to the Task Forée and lamded at K18, They returned without in- ¢
cident later in the day, - _ S

20. Under clearing siciee 111 sortles were launched on 29 Auguet, 82 offensive
29 defensive, - The nite hecklers openod the offensive by scorine e dlrest hit
with & 1000¢ bomb on & large factory. 4n arned Jet recco Jjumped e loconotiyve
and loft 1t cushing stenn after 20 MM Mts. 4n interdiction migsion $oppled
4 spons of a larze reilrond bridge while & close air support flight droppad
napaln squarely on 2 group of 100 troops., On another (AS filzht 3 ammo dumps
and 3 artillery pleces were destroyed. Jet photo rceco completed 1003 of
fhelr assicned mission, The CAPe and ASPs wore without vectors. One 4D was
loet when the plane, piloted by LT RIUTENUCH of T4 923, wes hit ond foreed

to crash land behind the borbline,

2l, Boventy-elx offensive missions and 31 defensive sortieg were flown on
30 Auzust, A flight of F4le ond iDs found n perfect terget soneisting of a
large string of loaded box cars, After the attack ten blew up violently and
the ensuing fire was visible over 40 miles, Olose air support niseions wers
successful when #n estincted 70 troops were killed and 90% coverage of tho
tarzet area sseigned by the alr controller, On stlll snother CiS mission 40
troops were killed after nepaln and frog. bomb attacks while an interdietion
nlssion was completely knocking out two railrond bridges ~nd two spans of &
highway bridge, One F4U, piloted by LT. ROSS of VF 874, was hit nnd forced
to dltch off the const but the Pilot wog pleked up by & helicopter fronm the
USS NEW JERSEY, Jet photo recco flizhts successfully covored thelr assicned
tergetse The defonsive sortics found all veotors friendly. .

22, On 31 Auzust a tital of 103 sortics were flown, 73 bdeing offensive and
30 defonsive, Continuing thelr interdistion and harasspent of eneny sapply
lines, tho plones of ALr Group 102 destroyed throe railroad bridges and one
highway bridge. Dwenty boxears wore dostroyed amd slx housecs burned rg 2
result of accurate napalm bombing by F4Us and 4Ds., 4 close air support
rdseion knocked out one machine zun orplacerent with a direct hit, One F4U
piloted by LT. PILTZ of VF 874 was hit and forced %o return to the Tesk
Forces Dospite £ wound in the foot, the pllot made o safe landing without
ineident, o ' .

23. On 1 Beptember the Task Force replenished and no alr operstions were
conducted, ' ' '

24« The Air Group with 74 offcasive sortles nnd 16 defenblve wes back in
aetion once agein on 2 September, Three jobs of armed recco found o perfoct
torzet whon they surprised ond attacked o concentrntion of 1200 eneny troops.
Aftor anmunition was oxpended 1% wes cstlmoted thet there were approximatoly
300 killedi Close aif support missions continued their cood work. & fucl
dwip and artillery dump blew up ae tho result of borbe 2nd strafing,

Fifteen railroad cars wers destroyed by ADs and F4Us on interdietion flights.
Iwo planes were lost, one to cnemy action, the other operationally. &An AD,
pilotod by ILT. Joseph PODHAR of VA 923, cxperienced engine follure shortly
after takeoff and was ditched, the pilot wae recovered, 4n F4U, piloted

by LT. "Bob™ BELL of VF 783, was hit by enery fire. The pilot bailed out
and was piecked up by petrolliing U.S. Morines. He suffered first and second,
degrec burne ahout the fage and legzs befors b3l out,

25. DEight-six sortles were lsunched on 3 Septenber, 67 offensive and 19
defenslve, (loee air suppert nlssions continued pryine big dividende, One
flight lod by the 4lr Group Corpender was credited with 50 eneny counted

" dead. The air conbroller 2dded that it was the best Close sir Support
nission he had ever witnoesed. Another CAS flizht was credited with 0%
coverage on tyoops in bunkers. In the course of this attack, the planes
etrafed enery comgentrations 50 yards in front of friendly troops. Recon-
neissance, bridze strikes end photo hops rounded out the day. Ome gum
erplacenent wae destroyed by a well directed napeln, One hiway bridgze wos
denollished by 2 500 bonb hit and one spon of a railread bypass wos
destroyed, two trucks were destroyed;, o tank damged and a highway bypsss
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bridgoe lnocked out by another flizht, 3 Jjets on a rocco nission stpefed ond
killed 15 troope and rocketed and deonmeged & tunnel entrance, Photo plenes
completed 100% of their assigned uissions, 411 defensive ASPe and CaPs wore
without vectors, ' _ '

26. On 4 Scpteuber, 95 sorties were leunched, 73 offensive and 22 defensive.
A close alr support nission destroyed one blockhousc and 70 eneny troops with
nepaln and strafing attocks, 909 coverage wes awarded by the alr controller,
4 bridge strike dropped the center sprn of one lerge rollvosd bridge and de-
stroyed two highway bridges. Five jet planes on recenncissance severely
danaged one comoufleged tank and silenced one 40 MM 8A position., The photo
planes covercd all of thelr assigned tergots, while 21l defensive nissions
were without vectors. One F4U, pileted by miS, Chegter RINGEISEN of VF
874, experienced engine feilurs on takeoff and was forced to ditch, Despite
tho explosion of the napaln borb the pilot was resened bty » helfcopter,
another F4U, piloted by LTJG "Bobd" MERO of VF 874, crashed after being hit-
by 20 MM anti-aircraft fire while on & close air support nission. The pilot
wos not scen to leave the plone and is presuned dead,

27. On 5 Septeubor the ship replenished end then set full sail for YOKOSUKA
end a well desarved ~nd needed rest.
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I11 OXDIANCE -

A, §ﬂEM§R'.' The sunnary of aﬁnunition expendsd by Carrier alr Grdqp 102
during the poriod 8 August 1951 throuzh 5 September 1951 is contained n
the action roport ewdrnitted by the USS BOW HOMME RICHARD.

1, The MK 65 rack has held up well aml given better service during this
gceond operating period, o :
2. Possible nelfunction of the solencid plunger has becn corrected by
shinning the solenold Plunger gulde to prevent canting of the plunger
and binding within the solenold, It hag been found that the raeck -
will operate nuch botter with thisa shinn, It i sugzested or re-
cormiendod that further investigation bo nade of thig procedure in
order to detorninc its effectivoness.

C. P4 ORDUGNGE DISCREPANGIZS AND_RECOMLFEUATIONS
1. GUNS_.50_CAL |

Thore wore scversl instances of sun oxplosions during this period.that arc
84111 unexplained. Threo of the exploelons took Place in the treech end of
the barrel while the others were within six inches forwerd of the breceh ond,
Bach of the barrels have had aprroxinately 5700 rounds fired, It was found
in-onc cass that the stellite insert was separated fron the maln barrsl to
sbout 1/4" in depth. The type barrels used were D7I61580 JOALT 713-100,
J941-5-713, and J941-B-710 which is recormended by 3ulrd,

Invostization and' experinente have produced no'explanation of the diffi-
eulty, As tho situation is very eritical i1t is recommended that immediste
action e taken, ' _

A RUDAOE ie beins forwerded to ths Bureau of Ordnance by eoch Bguadron
comemﬂd'

— e T S e mm ek e i a  — —

1. Gonsiderable difficulty has boeen sxporienced with mckets nisfiring due
tc the rockot pigteil being severed in flight, Upon return of the aircroft
these rockots freouently break louse when the aireraft is aerrested thus
eresating a hagzard to personncl and equipnent, It has been noted that the
pigtell is sovered approximately one inch below %he pluz. It ig recomnended
that this pizgtsil be reinforesd to provent breaking whileo in f1izht,

E, SUPPLY.

1. The supply problen is still critical, .Ls reported In the previous action
report, spare parts are still not availatle, althoush on order.

F, guss_

1. During this period of operatione there wes one instance of an explosion
in 2 20 MM gun. The gun exploded in the barrel Just forward of the gas ports
There are soveral poesible reesne for this ogcurrence, euch ag, overheated
gune, 2 bad round §Y anmanition, or foulty barrel., There 1e no record of the
armunition fived in this gun. '




t

AT n R DECL’ASS’IHED . Bertarioss -
v F i P AL - £ r B Septenbbr 1951
Sths action Eeport of Carrier Alr Growp OHEWHHRDRED ™O for period of
8 August 1951 to 5 Septecber 1951, . i e
IV DAMAGE Iy
i
Ay DAMAGE TO OWN AIRCRAFT e
Zypo_of Blang  Nugber_Hit_ . gepss
FaU-4 44 AL
AD-3 34 Ad
FOF-2F - AA
F4U-ENL. 2 Ah
AD4H 3 Al
AD-4Q, 0 - -
FOF-2p 2 A
B. LOSS_OF AIRCRAFT o
o pagE SSIADEON IYPE_ BU, NO, SAUSE
8/11/61 V¥ 874 F40-4 81988 Blevw up over Korea
8/11/51 VP 874 Faj-4 96793 . .
-8f24/51 VF 874 P-4 - 97187 Engine quit on takeoff
8/24/51 ' VF 781 POF-2B 123667 Lost At smea
8/28/51 VF 783 - F4U-4 97325  Shot down,
8/29/51 VA 923 AD-3 . 122740 Shot Down
8/30/51 VP 783 PaU-4 81585 Shot down
9/ 2/81 VA 923 - AD~3 122758 Lost ot gea
-8/ 2/51 - VF 783 F4U-d - 97170 Shot down
8/ 4/51 VF 783 FaU-¢ 80977 Lost at sea
9/ 4fs1 VI 874 P4U-4 81924 Shot down,

0. SUMMARY OF ACCIDENTS:

1. 11 august 1951 - F4U-4 blew up over Korea while in dive,. Believed to te
: VT fuze, Pilot loet.

2, 11 August 19G1 - F4l-4 , Blew up over Koreca while in diva, Believed to Ye
VP fuze, Pilot lost,

3. 24 Auzust 1951, P<U-4, Lost power on tokeoff reaultin, in erash off bow
of ship. Pillot recovered. by helicopter,

4, 24 Auzust 1951 - FOP-35. Pilot retufning £ron photoe escort ditched at
gor. tecouse fuel was exhaungted, Pilot rescued nfter six
(8) hours in 11fetont., :

5+ 26 August 1951  P4U-4, Hit by flck vhile on close odr support nisslon.
Pilot erash lraced ot energoney sirlp ond wos returned
to ship. : : '
6. 29 August 1951 AD-3, BHit by flak while on closc ~ir support nission.
: Pllot crash lended at eiervency striv ~nd wre roturned
to Bhipo

7. 30 Avgust 1951  F4U-4 hit by A4 fire while on strike. Ditched in sea.
Pilot rescued by helicopter "né returned to ahip ty D,

8. 2 Scptordur 1951 AD-3, Lost power aftor becominz nitborme. Ditched in
sef, FPllot roscunod by helicopter, '

9« 2 Scptorbor 1951 F4U-4 hit by A4 fire while on close sir support mission.
Pilot tailed out. nescued and ro turned to ship.

10, 4 Sﬁpuenbbr 1951 F4U~4 Zneine out oub on trkeoff, Litched in front of
ship. Pilot rescued by helicopter.

11, & Septenber 1951 F4U~4, Rit by 44 while on closa air support mission.
Pilot and plane 1ost.
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D. DAMAGE INFLICTED ON EWEMY: . . sptenber 195

Tarzot Degiroyed  ° Dapaged
Buildings : . 294 S - 9B
Railroed cars 278 o 722
Bridges 25 142
Vehicles . 52 52
Trucks 181 137
Ioconotives : 6
Ox Carts 109
Tankes 7
Tunael 0

* Gun- Positions 40
Bunkor o 2
Warchouse ' 33
Bouses . 58
Boats 20
Conn Buildinge
Motorecycles
Fusl Durp
Joeps .
Anmunition Dump
Artillery Piecces
Van
Caves
Village
Supply Dup
Faetory
RR Tarntodle
Radlo Tower
Lurtber FPlles
Lunber Mille
Handears
Weoepons Carrier
Plers
Gondolaa
Block Houme
Chenleal Plant
Gasg Storaze Tanks
Rallrood platfern
Cormand Post
Troiler
Wagons
Troops killed
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V. PIRSOMNEL PERFORMANGE AND CASUALTIES
A, PERSONIFL PEEFQRUANCE

1. Moralc continued high duwring the reporting period, Efficicncy of the
officers and nen incroased with experience, 2llowinz 2 little nore time for
rest and respite from the grueling operating schedule,

2. Tho bigzest provlen confronting the air Group at the end of this perlod is
replaconent of the 122 reserve enlisted personnel teing lost in conpllance
with ALNAV 62 a 73, Replacenents have been ordered by ComidlrPre, It 1s un-
fortunota that the Group has to lose these ren {alrost all key personnel) at
the helght of a conbat tour, Aecelerated Yon the jobM" traininz is the only
solution and neans an even heavier work load for oll hande, The Group is
highly appreciative of the prompt action of the ConﬂirPac Enlisted Parsonnel
Section in orderxng replacenents,

L. CASUALTITS:

1. LT, Janes J. VEWES, 429311/1315, USNE, -

On 11 August 1961, LT VENES was flying an F4U-4 on a bridge striks over
Korea when the plone exploded.at approxinately BOOC fect as 2 dive wos cormenced.
The oxplosiocn wos believed %o be causcd by & VT fuzed bomb zoing off befors
releasd, The pllot 15 presuned'to'be dend,

2., LT, Pred L. KOCH, 453370/1315. USHE, :

On 11 August 1961 while flying sn F4Uwé, LT KOCH was seen to enter & dive
at 5500 feot. 4% about 2500 fest there was an orange flash under his port
- wing which sheared off the wing, causing the plane to crash, The pllot is
presumed to be dead, :

8. 1T, Thomas ¥, ALLAKD, 240283/1315, USHR.

On 84 Angust 1951, while beinzg deck lounched, the engine popped on the
takesoff run, At the bow of the ship the plane 4id not have flying spoed, the
loft wing dropped off and the plane hit about 300 fest in front of the ship at
approxinetoly a 45 degroe angle, LT ALLARD was thrown clear of the wreckage,
The plane broke up and sonk., He was rescued by helicopter and treated for
shock end trulscs, '

4. LT. Robort G, HUGHTS, 403090/1315, USHR.

While piloting an F95-25 on & photo escort misslon over Xorea, LT HUGHES
besoris separated fron the phote plane, With his radic inoperantive he becone
lost while returning to the force., Turning back for the beach he ditched his
planc aspproximately 20 miles off the coast of Korea when his fuel supply be-
cone axhansted, LT HUGHES lrnded inte the vind snd conseguently with the
high scas, nosed into the onconins swelle, The iripret of the erash pushed
the 20 MY guns in the nose into the cockpit resulting in 2o broken leg and
nunerous cuts end bruiges for the pilots He wrs rescued six hours leter by
8 destroyer directed to the secone Ty tho secreh planes.

5, POCKRUS, R, V., ADG :
On 29 Aubust 1951, =e plane captnln for FOF aircraft, POCKRUS attenpted
to nove a choek fron the wheel of hle plane, The blast fron the plane directly
- ahead resulted in pinning his foot 2gainst the wheel, Evidensly the director
414 not see this ondi the plane passed over hig right foot causing a fracture
to the 3rd Netacorpo&

6: LT Frank PILTZ, 414311/1315, USHR,

While on & bridge strike in an F4U-4 LT PILTZs plang was hit in the cock-
pit by anti-aircreft fire resulting in o lacerntion of the right biz toe., He
immedintely returned %o the force, landed aboard =nd wag daken to sick bay
for treatment.

7. LT, Robert BELL, 419888/1315, USKB-

~ While flyigg & olose alr support mission, LT 33513\340;4 was hit'bY__' X

o
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anti~aircraft fire in the mein fuelcﬁéil .B.huxpt into flames, On the
bailout LT BELL received first ond second dégree burns on the face and legs,
He was roscued by front line U.S. Harines =and returned %o the ship the next
day, ' C . o : g

8, ENSICH Chester B. RINGEISEN, 539532/131C, USN.

The F4U-4 piloted by ENSIGN RINGEISEN quit cold immediately after take—off.
Brilliant pilot technique afforded o perfect water landing., However, on
impact, the napalm and belly tamk exploded spresding considersble fire through-
out the crash.area, .After impact, the plane continued on a straizht course
for epproximately 100 fect and stopped. ‘Ensign RINGEISEN cleared the cockpit
and swom awey from the flre, He was rescued by the helicopter amd returned
bo the ship for treatment of burne on the face and hands and @ sprained back,

9, LTJG Willlem H, MERC, 506072/1315, USHR, _ '

- On & close alr support missjon in central Xorsa, LTJG MEIRO entered a dive
on somo gun batteries, Automatic wespons fire was heovy and he was seen $o
be hit in the engine and cockplt by 2 burst of 40 MM anti-asirersft fire by
the Tactical air Control Pilot, He never recovered from the dive and was seen
to hit the ground and explode, Pilot reported dead.

= 10 -
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VI COMMENTS AND EECOMBIDAT I0NS

4. OPERATIONS 3

1, During thie period thé Alir Growp roached ite potential in smartness of
operation, 4Air discipline was sxcellent at fthe target and around tho ship.
Landing intervale were consistently under 30 seconds with Individuel planes
coming in with intervals &s low as 15 and 16 seconds. Seoveral times the AD -
exd Corsair flighte averaged intervels of 20.5 scconds, Fllots tock zreat
prige in theoir interval, Records were kept by the Ailr Group Staff Oporntions
of the interval of all plsnce on launchings end recoverioee. Typed ccples
were given eoch Squadron Operation Officer who went over the intervale with
the pilofs: each evening at Genersl Quorters.

This procedure created an intense rivalry, In fnet, competition becane
80 keoh and pilets wero coming in 80 close tozgether thnt 1t was nip and tuck
whether or not tho first barrier would be up in iime for a eut, Although
the Group provod that intervnls of 15 and 16 seconde are possble, 1t 1s felt
that such an intervel is not consistent with safety. It results in lote
wave-0ffe, possibility of, slip-stream anl grey or lost hair by 1.S0s, This
Group beliloves the optimum average 1s 25 soconds and it 1s now Group poliey
to shoot for o 25 second TOCOVErY.

Laonohiings were effigiently and expeditiously bnndled by & now-oxperiencod
and topnoteh flight deck erow,

Tho cutstanding performance of the Group during this period was no sur-
prige to the Group itself, with italent that everages 1700 hours per pllot
end includes:

' 1 CDR -
17 LCDR ' 26 LG
98 LT 9 ENS

2. & comstant evrluntion of offensive tactlcs, accompanled by changes and
experiments, has been made necessary by the tremendous increase of &4 flre
daring this reporting poriod. During the early stoges of this Group's

combat cdoployment, 44 fire was limlted, Attacks on bridges could be made 1o
an INP pattern by spacing the plones for individual bombing runs, and lelsurely
blasting the torzet with 1ittle or no opposition. Recently, and particularly
since the brenkdown of cease-fire trlks, the A4 bas increased to such an ex-
tont that o shift toward World War II tactics hes become nscessnry, Mors and
more, this Group is sending in strikgs using a high-speed run-in and diving
from out ¢f the sun,

Close Air Support flights which werc hagordous from small arms before
ore now doubly hazardous by the enemy®s use of subtonotic weapons for alr
defense of front lins trsops., Flok suppression toetics are gonstantly belng
agtudled to cotbat thls new developzent.

The intensity of A4 1e indignted by o summory of operations of one day,
31 Auvgust 1951, when this Oroup suffered drmage to alreraft aa follovwe, '

THEAY DAMAGE 31 AUGUST 1961

D 202 3Bullet hole in port wing '

D 207 3Bullet hole in windshield, port elevator end stebilizer
D 212 Bullot hole throuwek leading edge port wing

D 401 Flak hole starboard flep

D 408 Flak holes vertical stobllizer and ruddoer

D 405 Flak holss port wing

D 411 DBullet holea sterboard wing butt, hydraulic line. thru cockplt.
D 413 Fiak holes in engzine cowling

D (0955 Flight)

D 508 Flak hole in starbcard horisental gtabilizer

{15156 Fuight) '
D508 TFink holes outhoard atarboatﬁ W1ug ﬂnd starhoarﬁ flup




D 510 Flak hole in start
I 511 Flak hole stard &elevator
D 615 Tlok holes in pord Wing
(D200 and D 400 aircraft are ¥4U-4s; D500 atreraft arc AD3s)

Sinco this Group began combat operations on Z1 May 1951, 1t has suffo&‘e& ’\
demoge by anti-eirereft or smell arms fire to 207 eircraft. A

Frar

B, INPELLIOENCE o | o -

al Briefings and debriefings have become & siealy rout: -
this’ typs of operation there is an average of at least ten (10) briefing
ench aay. - These are divided among the squadron Air Intellizence Offigers.
This £4r:Gfoup has only one Jet squedron based avoard, therefore, the Air
Intolligonco Officer of thet squad.ron hes more briefings to conduet, -&Lso, -
vith #nly onc sad one~half (11} hour flizhte, he hos more debriefings, . The
prop squadrons arc debriefed in thelr respective ready rooms., 41l Alr Intelli- - _
gondo Rfficors have been doing an oxecellent job at debriofing, and compiling
of - {;he nunerous reports recuired, The Intelligence Dopartment ls now a stead .
routine, operating division with good coordinasion between the ship's
‘Intellizence division and the iir Growp Intellicence Officers.

2. BEEORTS: &As roported in the Action Report, 10 May 1951 to 28 July 1881,
iho a3r Attack report needs revamping. It was with groat pleasure indeed, that,'_'
® reprosentative fron the Operationsl Evaluation Group of the Chief of Haval ;.
O;parttiona was received en Boord for o conference on this and other natters 7, -
. petpelidns~to operations., Utmost cooperation was given iir, Faul COGGINS apd ‘
- Whe Gedfip Intelligence Officéers sre anxlously sweiting results of recommenie
"tiows é-r‘isa.ng from these conferences, Under separate cover recomnendata;qng
for chansées in the reporting system are being forwsrded to the Chief of %7
Naval Operations via interested commandie,

,_S»w MAINTENANCE,
\J‘;, J;b
;'1'; A very important factor governing alreraft avseilability in this oparation
is the large amount of metal work $o be performed. To date, aireraft opera~
ting fron this command have suffered 207 cases of battle damhge and 27 cases
| pf operational damage, & totel of 234 alreraft being grounded for retal repalrs,
‘. I8 eome cases eircraft have returned riddled with holeg, soze ns largs ag
| gq;q' to five inches in diameter and passing completely through the fuselege
' 98 wing, ripping and tearing out all etringers, ribs or extrusions inithe
‘ xﬁfrg pf the projectile. The nain problenm does not seem to be lack of man
powdsi hut lack of experienced men power, i.e., men that have had extensive
Araf@iing in aircroft netal work,

2, The second problen is the lack of adequate netol working equipment.if such
es heat treating ovens, welding units, dimpling tools, ete. At presont,
oqulpnent of this nature is not allowed & clags "D¥ nmaintensnce activity,
Alreraft is froquently danmasged on tho first day of operation and by not
havipz the tralned personnel and proper equipnent to ropair the danage, the
aircraft remains = dud, teking up valusble hangar deck gpacs for a perlod

of three to four woeks until the ship returne to port where the aircraft is
mloaded,

- 3 Ib was found neccesary to assign an ADC to the flight deck control %o
coordinate the movenent of aircraft needing neintenance fron the flight deck
to the hengor deck, Prior to this, each squadron was neking. geparate roquosts

- to have thelr aircraft moved to the hangar deck wheth: the pédntenance

) problen wes of mejor or ninor importance, Thusy : ._n-.e,_;&tlier flights

and not requiring serious hemzar deck maintenaﬂ%g fpz Up all the
availsble space on the hanzar geck Kok 468 %0 ‘renain on
the flight deck, Assiznnent of oy, xpediﬁed the
novenont of sireraft from the fIiihk &eck to & satisf%&ory
degrec. Singe aireraft troublawshoode screponties %o the
soordinator who decides where to 'muite heo 0l E&% 50 ¢lininete having
available aircraft boxed in by othors'Gndergsods r ext&naiva overheul.

T D
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D. ELECTRQNICS o
l. The porfornance of the alrborne electronic equipnent during this period
continued to inprove and excellent results were obtalned with operating per-
fornance, Services of the NAESU Technicien availeble during the previous
period were dispensed with and it appeared that such services are not re-
quired except during the initial phese of flset operations,

2. Electronic supplies continued $o te a problem mainly from the procurement
standpoint, Several critlically needed parts have been on order for over six
woeks with no apparent availabllity date yet established., It has been ne—
cessary in some cases o resort %o removing satisfactory parts from equipment )

- that had one or two defective parts in order to put ancther unit in operation, ™,
One of the ltems that is still on the critical list sad still not avallable . \{ -
in the forward area is the pulse forming network for the APS-194 equipment. e
1N23B crystal tubes for the equipment are also not available and the Section
E. Aliowance 1s below that required for operating the six months period,

It is again recommended that a review be made by personnel familiar with fleet
operations of the Section R Allowance lists. '

3. During this period the main electronic equipment used were the seme as
shown in our report of 28 May to 28 July 1981, These considted of the
cormunication transmitter-receivere (AN/ARC-1), homingz devices (AN/ARN-6 and
AN[ARE~2) redio altimeters (AN/APN-1), IFF units (AN/APX-1, AN/APX-2 end
AN/APX-8) and rader (AN/APS-19A), Continuous nse was also rmde of the AN/
4P5 204 radar equiprent in the AD-4W aircraft., Performance of the AN/APS-194
equipnent was erratic at times and diffieculty was experienced with sticking
of the parasitic dipole, It has beon necessary to replace three dipoles., In
this connection, the Section E allowance for six months is onel 1% was
therefore necessary to operete two of these units on search only, which pre-
vented the use of the planes for heckler nissions where the radar is used

* for Joining wp after striking a tergst,

4, 4 high casualty rate is still being experienced with the 4PN~} radio alti-
g ber antennse on FOF aireraft due to their location, Variocus preventive
nethods have been used and some reduction in breaksge has been obtained. It
is not expected that the reduction desired can be obtained with the present
location of the antennee, During the first three months of operating aboard
the carrler it has Been necessary to rcplace approximetely 70 antennae which
is 64 in oxcess of the Scetion K allowance for the same period.

5. In connection with the meintensnce of airberne electronic equipnment, the
AN/ARC-1 equipment used aboard destroyers are now being serviced aboard the
carrier by Air Group personncl, It is believed that this will improve compmuni-
cation and it is recommended that 2 routine procedure be established whoreby
all AN/ARC-1 operating in the Carrlier Task Foree bo scrviced at rogular
intervals by the Air Group personnel,

6« OConairPac Instruction HAV 16,14 dated 14 July 1951 specifies the crystal
allowance for AN/ARC-1 VHF transceivers to be stocksd eboard aircraft carriers,
The anount shown is not sufficlent to permit satisfactory operation after the
loss of a fow aireraft or the cstablishnent of ocperating spares readily
avallable when failure occurs, To date, loss of planes by this conmand hes
been 22 and it has therefore been necessary to obtain additional crystals

" on & rush baslg, It ip recoumended that the carriers be pernitted to inereaso .
the allowance list of those crystals used in fleet operation to 30 percend
of the alrcraft ingtallstions,

E, SULRVIVAL

1, Over Land - The raterials for four (4) rore droppable survival kits are
nov available and are being assenbled, This will make a total of seven (7) -
kite on hand, 4 second kit was dropped accidently and a systen has been

- Injitlated to double~check thé relesase switches to insure azainst this acci-
dental release, With the arrival of the ten {10) survival kite, as outlined
in ComAirPac dispatch 0101442 of Septomber 1951, there will be 2 total of
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soventoon (17) kits aboard, With these, the &ir Grouwp will be well prepare
for any orergency in conncotion with eurvival OVer'lgnﬂ.'

2, Ovor Wator, On 24 August 1951, L¥. Robert G. HUGHES, VF 781, mede en
energeney water landing approximately twenty-five (286) miles off the coast

of Xorca, Tho wind was falrly strong with rough scas showing large white
caps, This hindered visual search for the one man raft, IT HUGHES used
nearly all his flares during the five hours in the raft in an effort to
attract the attention of several planes that were in the vicinity searching.
The point of carrying many fleres cannot be over -erphasized. One pilot aboard
carriee oloven (11) flares even at tho sherifics of other survival gear,

3. Conditioning Roonn - The decontanination speces on the 0-2 level, forward,
port eside, were turned over %o the Alr Growp survival officer for use ag a oo
conditioning roon for pilots of the air Group. This has proved very satis- - N
factory and is in constant uso throuchout the day. It is also available %o N
the ghip officers, It is rocomiended that a2 rowing machine be allocated

each ship for use in the condltioning roonm, )

F, MEDICAL.

1. Veneral disense hag been the nost important problen confronting the
Medical Départnent. Although sdvised of the prodlen before leaving San Diego
ite full fmport was nob rezlized until the paet nonth, Certain neasures wers
adopted to nininize the incidence of V.D., Adoquate warning and Instructions
were given to each and overy offlcer end men in the air Group through lectures
and novies, Tvery man wes sdvised that condons and pro kits were availeble
and that peaicillin and sulfadiazine $ablets should be used after exposure,

In spite of this, 2 relatively higzh percentage of the cases reported did not
use all the facilities availsdle, nor were they used properly. 411 Venereal
Dsense treated by this departnent falls into two groups, Gonorrhea and
Cheneroid, As yet, there has been no syphllle, lymphopathia venereun or
granalona inguinzle, The results of treatment have not been encouraging.

In approxizately one/third of the cases of gonorrhea it has been necessary

to use rore thon one eourse of treatnent, The treatnent of chanerold has
been very satisfactory.

-

3, A thirty day nedical restriction is autonatically effected when a uan
1s diagnosed as V,Iy If at the end of thirty days he is not congldered cured,
he 18 kept on restriction until thouzht to be non-infectiocus.

3. Foilowing is a tatle showinz the nuuber of cases of V.D, and incidence
rates by ronths: ' :

Ireldence ratesg per thousand

Gonorrhen  Chaneroid per anmn
June 2 ' 0 : 29,32
July " 2 122,50
sogust R O 9 613,94
Conbined sotals _ _
for the 3 nos, - 39 1 253416

1. TFlares, &t the present time the VA(N) sircraft are usuzlly echeduled o that
they arrive over the target area during twilight, There are ample ¥argels ;
to be found at this tine and ususlly the ordnance load een be expenied without

the aid of flares., Under certeiln weether conditlone aml when launching tinme

or position has been such that the alrcraft have arrived over the target area

in totel darimess, sufficient flares have not been available, In order to

conduct susceseful operations in total darkness, a flare contatner mst be -

mede availeble for caprier alroraft, One aircraft will have to earry all the
flares and be acconpanied by two attack afroraft, 4 suitable flare load would .




,
.
L]

_ DECL ‘SS]‘HH)‘ v gs:. oo
_ ' _ c Serial: 025

L]

e & Septenber 1851

SudJ:  Action Report of Carrier Alr Group ONE HH§DRED'TWO for period of
8 August 1851 to § September 1951, 3

- ew ma mE ma mm o mm mm i me Wwm wE Me Am e o e R s gm wy s vk W R W mm e A am aEm e e em omm o e

te £ifty MX 6 flares, It is recoumended that work on a flare container be
given a high priority so that tactics for its use may be developed under
combat conditions. v

2, Alrcraft, The night attack tean fron VC-35 has only two AD-4N elrcraft.
One AD-4F 1s used for the night ASF and the other is used as the lead plene
for night hoekler nisslons. &4D-3 eircraft are usod to accompany the AD-&N .
hoeklor. Adrcraft have been,cquipped with anti-glare shields over the exhsust
stocks and the lights and instruments have been given speclel attention to
neko then suitable for nilzht work, The ASP-4 radar le installed prior to
flight., The limltations of this aireraft for night or all-weather operation
1% realized, The pilots prefer to accept flying inferior aircraft rather

than not fly the riissions, It is recommended that VA(N) tean be assigned
four VA(N) aireraft,

3, Utillzation. The pilots of the night attack tcan from V(-35 have been
soheduled with the pllots of VA-923 on dey strikes. It is recomnended that
night attack pilots econtinue to be scheduled on day strikes undil there are
sufficicnt night flights te allow each pilot %o fly every day,.

4, Night Landings, When aircreft enter the landing pattern, the pllots

nust fly half contact and helf on instrunents, This type of flying ls hazard-
ous and 1t accelerztes pilot fatigue., Onee the pilots reach the operating
arce there is no opportenity to practice inetrument flying and pilot profi-
ciency is not at a high level, Onec of the most danzerous parts of the
approach is innedietely following the bresk-off up-wind., It is reconnended
that special visunrl lookout bte apsizned to keep track of 21l aireraft enter-
ing the landing pattern. : :

5. Turn and Benk Indicstor. The black ball in the turn and bank indicator
is not sufficiently 1lluwnated for night flying in AD type aircraft, 411 -
the pilots have been using their flashlights to see this part of the instru-
nent. Use of 2 flashlizht epoils night vieion, When the pilot desires to
check this instrument he ususlly hag doth honds busy flying the airplarne,

It is inconvendent to operste the flashlight at this tinme, It is recom.ended
that stops he token to convert the lishting deficlencles of the turn and
btapk indiceator,

6, Hadio Altireter. The radic altineter in the AD-4¥ 16 not as easy to

road ag the radio altineter in the AD-3 when it is used during a carrlier
approach. This fact ie due Yo the difference in gcale narkings. The AL-3
raddc eltineter is calibratod for 400 feet on the low scale and has a promin-
ent mark at 100 feet whieh approxinstes the desired reading during a carrier
aprroeche The AD-4N radio altireter 1s calivrated for 800 feet on the low
scole and has no proiinent nark at 100 fect. This radio altinater »s essential
for safc oporations at night beeouse the pressure altineter is not conmpleboly
relioble. It is recomrended that e study be nade to deternine a better

nethod of marking the radio altimeter in the ranze used for-a carrior aspproach.

7. Generator Warniﬁg Lighth._ The gonerator warning lizhts are so bright -

that thoy spoll night vision of the pllots. It is recormonded that these
1izhts be nodified so that they may be dinmed at the diserction of the pilot.

OTEER VC UNITS

1. The othor VO teans are not offoring comment ab this tine.
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Vil COHULUSION

1. Tho Air Grouwp reeeived several Mell Dones" durine this operating period.
Stotenents such ap %eormnendable 1nitiative“' Ngleill demonstrated®; and "youlve
Jjust nade the best close air support I've seen dn the Korean War" nake Alr
Group 102 more donvinced than ever that 1t is the best Alr Growp in the .

U. Sn Na-vy. .
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